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Society: The Florida Historical Society

THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
THE NEXT ANNUAL MEETING

At the invitation of the Jacksonville Historical Society, the annual meeting of the Florida Historical Society for 1948 will be held in Jacksonville on February
6 and 7, and will be a joint annual meeting of the two
Societies. Headquarters will be at the George Washington hotel. Some time before the meeting members of the
Society will receive an individual notice of arrangements.
Plans for the program are already in the making and
papers on a variety of Florida historical subjects are
being written for the occasion. It is hoped that many
members and others interested in history will attend
from all parts of the State. Interest in Florida’s history
has had an awakening, and our Society is increasing its
membership and broadening its influence.
In addition to contributing to your own pleasure and
profit, your attendance will be an encouragement to the
officers and directors of the Society. Doubtless you hope
or expect to attend an annual meeting some day. This
is a good time to come.
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President Mark F. Boyd opened the meeting at 2:20
p. m., with the following directors present: Dr. Webster
Merritt, Mr. W. T. Cash, Mr. Frank H. Elmore, Jr., Miss
Dena Snodgrass, Mrs. M. A. Johnson and Mr. Albert
Manucy.
The President called first for a consideration of the
time and place for the annual meeting of the Society.
On behalf of the Jacksonville Historical Society, Dr.
Merritt extended an invitation for the Florida Historical
Society to meet in Jacksonville. Miss Snodgrass re-
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ported that Mr. Frank Winchell, head of the Tourist and
Convention Bureau of Jacksonville, had offered to furnish a meeting place, handle reservations and similar
mechanics connected with the holding of a meeting, without cost to the Society. Dr. Merritt suggested that the
annual meetings of the Jacksonville and Florida Societies might be held jointly.
Miss Snodgrass moved that the annual meeting
of the Florida Historical Society be held February 6 and 7, 1948, in Jacksonville. The motion
was seconded and unanimously carried.
Miss Snodgrass moved that the offer of assistance from the Tourist and Convention Bureau
of Jacksonville in arranging to hold the meeting
at Jacksonville be accepted. It was seconded and
unanimously carried.
In subsequent discussion, the Secretary was instructed to furnish addresses of the Society membership to
the Tourist and Convention Bureau, which will notify
the membership of the forthcoming meeting.
The President outlined the 1947-1948 budget, explaining that for various reasons its adoption has been delayed. In the discussion following,
Dr. Merritt moved that the budget estimate of
$300 for the purchase of books be reduced to
$270. The motion was seconded and carried.
Mr. Elmore moved the adoption of the amended
budget for 1947-1948. It was seconded and
carried.
Mr. Cash asked, in connection with discussion of revenue for the Society, whether Mr. T. Frederick Davis’
History of Jacksonville, Florida, which was published
by the Society, is now available for sale. Dr. Merritt
informed the Board that the Society now has no sale
copies of this book ; but a few copies are available from
a Jacksonville book dealer.
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Dr. Boyd suggested the following plan for a membership campaign : 1) Every member of the Society
shall regard himself a member of the committee on membership, recognizing the membership goal as three new
members for each present member. 2) Each director
shall be responsible for setting up a local committee on
membership for each county within his assigned jurisdiction. 3) Circular letters explaining the need for increased membership, a brochure publicizing the work of
the Society, and a supply of membership application
blanks, shall be sent to each member of the Society.
The Board suggested the division of jurisdiction for
directors in the forthcoming membership campaign ;
Mr. T. T. Wentworth will administer the campaign in
the following counties : Escambia, Santa Rosa, Okaloosa,
Walton, Holmes, Jackson, Washington, Bay, Calhoun,
Gulf and Franklin. Mr. Cash will administer Gadsden,
Leon, Jefferson, Liberty, Wakulla and Taylor counties.
Miss Snodgrass has Madison, Hamilton, Suwannee, Lafayette, Dixie, Columbia, Baker, Union and Nassau, and
Mr. Elmore has Duval county. Dr. R. W. Patrick has
Clay, Alachua, Gilchrist, Putnam, Levy, Marion, Lake,
Orange, Sumter, H e r n a n d o and Citrus; Mr. Winter:
St. Johns, Flagler, Volusia, Seminole and Brevard ; Dr.
E. C. Nance: Pasco, Pinellas, Hillsborough, Manatee,
Sarasota, Polk, Osceola and Hardee ; Mr. M. B. Wood :
Indian River, St. Lucie, Martin, Palm Beach, Okeechobee, Highlands, Glades, Hendry, Lee, Charlotte and DeSoto ; Mrs. Ruby Leach Carson : Collier, Broward, Dade
and Monroe.
Dr. Boyd suggested that these directors nominate
county chairmen of membership; the President will then
make the appointments, and resident members of the
Society in the respective counties will serve as committee members.
Mr. Cash moved the adoption of the proposed
plan of organization for a membership campaign. It was seconded and passed unanimously.
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Miss Snodgrass presented a report on a proposed
brochure, setting forth general information, aims and
needs of the Society. Summarizing the sense of the
discussion that followed:
Mr. Manucy moved the acceptance of the report
with thanks, and that Miss Snodgrass be given
authority to place an order for the printing of
6 , 0 0 0 folders to conform with the following
specifications : the brochure shall be a one-fold
leaflet, folding to size 3 by 5 inches; the first
page shall be decorated with a drawing of the
five flags which have flown over Florida; the
last page shall contain application for membership, shortened from the current application
form; the inside pages shall contain copy submitted for this purpose at this meeting, with such
editing as may be necessary ; and final copy for
this brochure shall be submitted to the Jacksonville members of the Board and to the President
before printing is done. The motion was seconded and carried.
Dr. Boyd stated that he would draft a circular letter
for the membership, outlining the plan for the membership campaign, and notifying officers of their responsibility, and that further notice of the campaign will appear in the journal of the Society.
In response to a question by Dr. Merritt about joint
membership of husband and wife in the Society, the
President suggested that a specific proposal for such
membership be prepared for discussion at the board
meeting prior to the annual meeting.
The President next asked the aid of the Board in
making nominations for standing committee memberships. The President then made the following appointments : Executive Committee: President and Recording
Secretary ex-officio, Dr. Webster Merritt, Miss Dena
Snodgrass and Mr. W. J. Winter. Finance Committee:
Mr. Wiley R. Reynolds, Palm Beach, Mr. George Henderson, Tallahassee, and Mr. John G. McKay, Miami.
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Library Committee: Miss Charlotte Ann Thompson,
Chairman, University of Tampa, Miss Bertha Aldrich,
Miami Beach Public Library, and Miss Louise Richardson, Florida State University. Legislative Committee:
Mr. D. H. Redfearn, Miami, Mr. D. Graham Copeland,
Everglades, Mr. John C. Blocker, St. Petersburg. Committee for Affiliation with other Societies: Dr. Carita
Doggett Corse, chairman, Miss Daisy Parker, Mr. David
O. True. The committees on archeology and the Robertson Bibliography were reconstituted.
On behalf of Mrs. T. Frederick Davis, Dr. Merritt
presented certain books from the library of her late
husband, long an honored member of’the Society.
Dr. Merritt moved that the Secretary be instructed to write an expression of gratitude to
Mrs. Davis.
Miss Snodgrass amended the motion to read
“and that the books be added to the present
section of the Florida Historical Library called
‘The T . Frederick Davis Collection.’ ” The
amended motion was seconded and passed unanimously.
Mr. Alfred Bowman and Mr. Garrison, of the Bowman Studios, Tampa, appeared before the Board to present a proposal entitled “A Plan for Growth of the
Florida Historical Society.” Mr. Bowman outlined the
background of the plan, and with the aid of Mr. Garrison explained that the proposal involved preparation
of a series of historical stamps and albums relating to
Florida history, similar in many respects to the series of
National Wildlife stamps. The Society would sponsor
the project, and would thereby receive a portion of the
revenue. Manufacture and merchandising of the stamps
and albums would be handled by Bowman Studios. Mr.
Bowman requested the Board to appoint a committee to
work with Bowman Studios to outline the project in
detail, if the Society is interested.
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In further discussion of the plan, it was brought out
that the estimated cost of the project has not yet been
determined. Mr. Garrison stated that when cost figures
are obtained, the plan can be discussed further with a
committee, and at that time the expense to the Society
as the sponsor could be determined. He stated that the
primary purpose of the plan was to “sell” the history
of the State pictorially, and incidentally furnish a continuing source of revenue to the Society.
The President informed Messrs. Bowman and Garrison that this matter should be presented at the annual
meeting of the Society, since he did not feel it to be a
matter for decision by the Board alone. Bowman Studios
was authorized to submit the said plan to absent directors of the Society for their consideration prior to the
annual meeting, and it was also suggested that other organizations such as the Florida Advertising Commission,
the State Chamber of Commerce, and the Florida Forest
and Park Service might be interested in sponsoring such
a project.
The meeting adjourned at 5:25 p. m.
Respectfully submitted,
ALBERT C. MANUCY

Approved:

Recording Secretary

MARK F. BOYD

President

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol26/iss2/7

6

